Anthropological Permaculture

What is it?

Human behaviour and social interactions

A human ecology

Material – immaterial exchanges

Landscape

Constructivist viewpoint


Landscape is meaningless



Landscape perception




Western concept




New lands and peoples




Gardening and painting



Preconceived ideas




The noble savage



Land reclamation/rights (c.f. rites)




Enclosures Act




Predefined space



Ideal landscape vs. actual landscape




Cartesian dualism




Subjective vs. objective




Many meanings vs. homogenisation




Fluidity and linearity



Nature and convention




Mythological landscape




Indigenous perception




Observation and interpretation



Space

Architectural; cognitive; existential; interactive; virtual; historical; permanent



Permacultural definitions




Eco-systems model




De-mythologising




The role of narrative and myth




The inclusion of religion




Indigenous rights

Cities



Sustainability



Public space and social cohesion



The future of the planet

Exhibition

Socio-economic and geographical data of the 10th Venice Architectural biannual


50%+ live in cities


75% by 2050


10% in 1900’s ca.

Size, speed, form, density & diversity

Size


20+ mega-cities (10mil+)


450 (I mil+)

Speed

In many cases speculative commercial developments of business parks, shopping malls and housing enclaves are rapidly transforming urban landscapes.

Form


Urban DNA

Affected by natural disasters, informal settlements, redundant infrastructure and industry and homogenisation

Density


Used as a planning tool


Urban environments can create sustainable cities

Dispersed developments use up more land and need more infrastructure – What is wrong with this perception?

Good design means balancing dense development with access to open space and good transport



Diversity

Ages; income; educational levels; employment sectors; immigration and ethnicity

Affects social cohesion

Tokyo


Largest city in the world – 34 million


Good transport used by 80% of daily commuters


Narrow building plots; closely packed commercial districts


Continuous medium-density suburbs

Tokyo Bay has been progressively in-filled to accommodate growth


No significant high density residential core


5% is green space

Policies in place to curb its growth and produce a more sustainable pleasant environment


27 typhoons per year; prone to earthquakes and floods


Half the city is built on low-lying landfill sites


It waterfront was considered, previously, only in terms of disaster prevention

Mexico City


18 million + 


A quarter of Mexico’s wealth


Continuous spread of informal housing in the hills


Petrol is cheaper than bottled water


High crime rates; wide rich/poor division

Security forces and gated residential houses

Decades of unstructured growth and poor resource development

5,800 people per sq.km (residential)

Sprawl continues, fuelled by low-cost mortgages

Attempting to repopulate the centre has also priced out some residents, forcing them to the outskirts

Sau Paulo


Population has doubled in the last 45 years

Continuously spreads out into the tropical vegetation at the Tieté river valley

Poor favelas close to high rises

6 million cars. Half travel by public transport

Long commuting times and heavy pollution; investment in metro is minimal

Informal housing threatens the cities watershed and the viability of the sewage system

66% are under 20 years old 

Multicultural from 19th century coffee plantations; Lebanese, Spanish and Portuguese, and Japanese.

Wealthy helicopter owners. Wealthy business is moving out

Population grows in the periphery

Shanghai


29.4 new residents per hour


Metropolitan regions hold over 18 million inhabitants


Annual economic growth = 10%


Themed satellite towns. Hundreds of new subway stations


1985 – average dwelling size = 12sq.m Now it is 40 sq.m


36% of the labour force are employed in industry (3 x London)

¼ of daily commutes are by public transport; ½ cycle or walk; bicycles are an impediment to traffic flow


Inequality is high. Influxes of expatriates


Growth is driven by inward migration from rural areas


Floating population – low paid workers who lack official status; makeshift accommodation

Cairo


Overlapping cultures and civilisations


7.8 million (15 million in the greater metropolis)


Population grew by 890% in the past century, 15% in the last decade


Third fastest growing city in Africa


60% live in unlicensed housing up to 14 stories

100,000 are in the City of the Dead – small courtyard buildings, mosques and tombs provid makeshift shelter for new immigrants

Satellite cities are poorly served by public transport; their combined growth is less than greater Cairo

36,500 people per sq.km

Affordable housing is difficult, constrained by the desert

Open public space is scarce. Some residents use multilane bridges over the Nile for evening picnics

World Health Organisation recommends 8 sq.m per person of green space (Cairo is 1 sq.m)

Istanbul


19 new residents per hour; 9.8 million inhabitants


Grew 900% in the past 50 years, 27% in the last decad3e


A rail-tube tunnel links the two halves of the Bosphorous


1/3 of Turkey’s manufacturing plants

The redundan5t waterfront industry is becoming sites for development of cultural institutions and facilities


95% is urbanised (immigrant housing demand)


Slightly larger than London (30% more people)


Squatter settlements built overnight


Identified the need to establish an urban planning dept.

London


7.5 million; 2.3 residents per hour


1939 – 8.6 million people


There is much more denser inner-city development along the Thames


Greater London has Pop. 17 million

80% of the workforce are employed in services


High housing costs. In some areas 50% of the children live below the poverty line


The congestion charge (22 sq.km) reduced car use by 25%


Irregularity reflects its history


Many green areas; low density city

Most derelict land is concentrated in the east where its former merchant trade demised in the 1970’s


The private sector is developing most redundant industrial sites

The GLA improves co-ordination between the city’s 33 boroughs

4,500 people per sq.km

46% of GL is open space and recreational space

Landscape squares i.e4. Chelsea and Earl’s Court

The Green Belt (est. 1942) requires London to become denser

‘Urban villages’ create clusters of higher-density developments near transport hubs

Tall buildings are being planned in the financial district and around transport hubs like Victoria

The Lea Valley is one of the poorest areas in Britain; ripe for regeneration (500-acre park). New Chunnel link in Stratford; Temporary sports venues will be converted to housing, office space and community facilities

Immigrants are replacing leaving British householders

Ethnic minorities make up large percentages – 1/3 residents are from non-white minorities

90% residents work in services. Affordable housing is difficult for ‘key workers’

Los Angeles


16 million people; 10.1 persons per hour


City of suburbs


High industrial and port activity as well as the media and film industries


Suburbs are detached (mainly) single family homes


Recent immigration is causing problems

Many communities in the south are deprived of open space

Only 10% of the city is allocated top open space, primarily large parks away from high density urban centres

Public transport serves only 10% of daily journeys; it is investing in this with light rail and subway


Regeneration of the downtown area

½ residents are Latinos, 10% Asian, 30% Anglophone white; 40% are born outside the USA. Its political representation reflects this diversity

 
20% families live in poverty. Most unemployed persons congregate in former industrial areas

Johannesburg


3.2 million


Poor public transport

Legacy of apartheid -unregulated settlement and increased crime driving people to the suburbs, creating an inner-city hole

The financial and corporate centres have moved to the shapeless suburbs. Here one finds walled complexes


73% black African, 16% white, 6% mixed race, 4% Indian/Asian


Whites inn the leafy north suburbs are being joined by emerging black middle-class


Less affluent blacks have moved into now-deprived downtown areas

Life expectancy is low – 4% reach 65


Unemployment in 1 in 5 households

Mumbai


18 million people


Tihtly packed thin stretch of land


7 islands initially constrained growth. Now they are linked by reclaimed land

Half the cities live in slums. Rapid urbanisations means poor services and near breaking point

Controlled by the state of Maharashtra and Indian Central government; it lacks local sensitivity in decision making

34,000 people per sq.m

With a national park urban areas are condensed into 250 sq.km

Half the population live in makeshift shacks with no water or sewage

Affluence sides with slum

85% of the population use public transport everyday. Many people walk.

� This material I referenced from the brilliant Global Cities exhibition at the Modern Tate





