Soteriologic Garden

Purpose: To implement the development of holistic education and enhance a communion with nature.

Objectives: To establish a communal-based education and research centre, both for students and teacher training. To regenerate and make commonly useful an undiverse piece of poor land. To encourage local community and awareness of regional activities and opportunities. To promote the furtherance and safety of declining food-growing on urban land. To introduce the sacred into everyday living. To become a not-for-profit community-based operation.

Vision of project: 5 yr. – fully functional, self-financing education centre.

                                  10 yr. – the hub for a regional development program.

Constraints: Developing a stable volunteer base that is non-hierarchical. Financing the project. Becoming self-reliant. Furthering the needs of the project beyond the rules and regulations of local politics. Creating soil structure and accessing certain materials.

Opportunities: New 15yr lease of the allotment society. Healthy variety of local groups already established for networking opportunities. Permaculture affiliated.

Tasks: To create soil and more plantings. To run more educational courses, workshops and volunteer days. To build structures that conform to the project’s motives viz., outdoor oven, kitchen area, sheltered area, storage area, woodworking equipment. To set up an interactive website.

Milestones of project: Self-financing. Paid worker. Write-up in major publication. Bread production. Forming a coop or trust. Running regular courses. Web site development.

People involved: Allotment holders. Local residents. Course participants. Local businesses. Local Authorities. Local schools and groups.

Skills, experience & qualifications: Permaculture designers. Artists. Horticulturists. Landscapers and builders. Political advisors. Environmental activists.

Time scale: 2-5 years

Existing site plan: Enclosed.

Budget: £9,800 BTCV funding. Personal contributions. Money in kind.

Spending plan: Dictated by environmental constraints and resource management e.g. people and services, available materials, outside time scales, affiliated groups and external funding.

Who is project for: Bioregional catchment area.

Maintenance implications: Working coop or other non-hierarchical organisation. Completely volunteer based until the establishment of a wage base.

